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R 2020 has been a difficult year, fraught with social unrest, political extremism, economic 

inequity, racial tension, and a continuing global pandemic. Still, our work at the University of 
Missouri Press continues. Like many non-profit university presses, we remain committed to 
serving the university, the citizens of our state, the nation, and the world with the books that 
we publish. Our mission statement addresses this service directly:

In partnership with the university, our mission is to advance the humanities and 
sciences. The University of Missouri Press is committed to publishing important 
books, including those unlikely to turn a profit for commercial publishers. As the 
only member of the Association of University Presses in Missouri, the Press is the 
state’s premier publisher of original and relevant peer-reviewed trade titles, text-
books, references, and monographs in disciplines served by the University of  
Missouri. We discover and disseminate knowledge through scholarly print and 
digital publications that will improve the quality of life—not only for all who call 
Missouri home, but for people across the nation and around the world.

This mission is not merely aspirational; it guides us and speaks to the importance and quality 
of the books that we publish.

I invite you to peruse the new and forthcoming publications in our Spring & Summer 2021 
catalog. With the Missouri Bicentennial in 2021, we have two publications of particular note. 
These are Contesting the Constitution: Congress Debates the Missouri Crisis, 1819–1821 edited 
by William S. Belko, as well as the first volume of A Fire Bell in the Past: The Missouri Crisis at 
200, Western Slavery, National Impasse edited by Jeffrey L. Pasley and John Craig Hammond; 
the second volume will be published in Fall of 2021. Of special interest is The Truman Court: 
Law and the Limits of Loyalty by Rawn James, Jr. In light of recent events, James’s book is both 
timely and illuminating. In this catalog you’ll also the find The Sensuous Life of Adolf Dehn: 
American Master of Watercolor and Printmaking by Henry Adams, which is both a biogra-
phy of the artist and a retrospective of his work. The cover of this catalog is a detail of one of 
Dehn’s paintings, Pond in Central Park. 

Details of these and other exciting new books for the season can be found in the pages that 
follow and on our website:  upress.missouri.edu.

David M. Rosenbaum, Director
University of Missouri Press
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All of our print books are 6 x 9.

Our titles are available as ebooks in all common formats.

Navigate to the “Support the Press” page of our website, upress.
missouri.edu, to learn how you can contribute to the vibrancy of 
the University of Missouri Press in our objective to share original 
scholarly research, outstanding writing, and uniquely focused 
studies in the fields we serve.

Follow us online to learn about events, new releases, reviews, and 
special offers:

Blog: missouribooks.wordpress.com

Facebook: University of Missouri Press

Twitter: @University of Missouri Press
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TRUMAN COURT
THE

—LAW AND THE LIMITS OF LOYALTY—

RAWN JAMES, JR.

U.S. History / The U.S. Supreme Court 

THE TRUMAN COURT
LAW AND THE LIMITS OF LOYALTY

Rawn James, Jr.

“Well written and engaging.”—Kari Frederickson, University 
of Alabama, author of Cold War Dixie: Militarization and 
Modernization in the American South

Perhaps the most overlooked aspect of Harry S. Truman’s presi-
dency is his judicial legacy, with even the finest of Truman biogra-
phies neglecting to consider the influence he had on the Supreme 
Court. Yet, as Rawn James lays out in engaging detail, president 
Harry Truman successfully molded the high court into a judicial 
body that appeared to actively support his administration’s po-
litical agenda. In rulings that sparked controversy in their own 
time, the Supreme Court repeatedly upheld Truman’s most con-
tentious policies, including actions to restrict free speech, expand 
civil rights, and manage labor union unrest.

The Truman Court: Law and the Limits of Loyalty argues that 
the years between FDR’s death in 1945 and Chief Justice Earl 
Warren’s confirmation in 1953—the dawn of the Cold War—
were, contrary to widespread belief, important years in Supreme 
Court history. Never before or since has a president so quick-
ly and completely changed the ideological and temperamental 
composition of the Court. With remarkable swiftness and cer-
tainty, Truman constructed a Court on which he relied to lend 
constitutional credence to his political agenda.

Rawn James, Jr. has practiced law in Washington, D.C. for 20 
years.  His previous books are The Double V: How Wars, Protest, 
and Harry Truman Desegregated America’s Military (2014) and 
Root and Branch: Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, 
and the Struggle to End Segregation (2010).

MAY | H: 978-0-8262-2229-9 | $36.95 T | 256 PP. | 8 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7456-4
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THE SENSUOUS LIFE OF ADOLF DEHN
AMERICAN MASTER OF WATERCOLOR AND PRINTMAKING

Henry Adams

Biography / Art

“A wonderful contribution to the field of art history, bringing 
to light biographical details of an important twentieth-century 
American artist who is not well known today.” 
—Klare Scarborough, Director and Chief Curator, La Salle 
University Art Museum, Philadelphia 

Adolf Dehn belongs to a group of distinguished midcentury 
American artists who were eclipsed by Abstract Expressionism 
and the following movements in American art. His lithographs 
of the Roaring Twenties introduced a note of social satire into 
American printmaking. He was one of the most gifted and 
innovative printmakers of the American Scene movement of the 
1930s and one of the most significant American watercolorists. 

In this wide-ranging biography, Henry Adams explores how a 
once central figure can come to be forgotten. Noting that Dehn’s 
watercolor Spring in Central Park has been widely reproduced 
on calendars, postcards, and other Metropolitan Museum of Art 
souvenirs, Adams asks why it is that some artists are celebrat-
ed as key figures while others, even those who created images 
that form an integral part of our visual culture, are relatively 
unknown. With his account of the life of the prolific and 
influential Dehn, and a look at the circles of artists and writers 
in which Dehn moved, Adams helps to fill in what he calls the 
“secret or subterranean history of art.”

Henry Adams is Ruth Coulter Heede Professor of Art History at 
Case Western Reserve University and author of fourteen books, 
including Thomas Hart Benton: Discoveries and Interpretations 
(University of Missouri Press). He lives in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio.
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The Sensuous Life of Adolf Dehn
American Master of Watercolor and Printmaking

HENRY ADAMS
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Edited by 
Jeffrey L. Pasley and John Craig Hammond

Western Slavery, National Impasse

The Missouri Crisis at 200

Volume 1

PAGE 4  University of Missouri Press | Spring & Summer 2021

U.S. History / Missouri Studies / Studies in Constitutional Democracy series

A FIRE BELL IN THE PAST
THE MISSOURI CRISIS AT 200, VOLUME I
WESTERN SLAVERY, NATIONAL IMPASSE 
Edited by Jeffrey L. Pasley and John Craig Hammond

“This book will reset the standard by which historians under-
stand the Missouri Crisis, the politics of slavery, and the Early 
National era more broadly. The editors did an outstanding job of 
bringing together scholars who approach the topic from a variety 
of perspectives, and, in doing so, not only re-center the Missouri 
Crisis historiographically, but offer compelling new lenses 
through which all historians will need to consider the political 
history of slavery and anti-slavery in the early United States.” 
—Ryan A. Quintana, Wellesley College, author of Making a 
Slave State: Political Development in Early South Carolina

Many of the original essays in this volume began as papers pre-
sented at an international conference sponsored by the Missouri 
Humanities Council and the Kinder Institute on Constitutional 
Democracy and held at the University of Missouri in 2019. In an 
attempt not only to reassess but add to historians’ understanding 
of the full scope of the causes and consequences of what came 
to be known as the Missouri Crisis, the editors extended their 
invitation for scholarly works beyond the conference, ending up 
with more first-rate and important new additions to the histo-
riography than could be presented in this first volume. With the 
second volume slated for Fall 2021 publication, this unique work 
is perfectly timed to mark Missouri’s Bicentennial.

Jeffrey L. Pasley is Professor of History and Associate Director 
of the Kinder Institute on Constitutional Democracy at the 
University of Missouri. He is the author of The First Presidential 
Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy and 
lives in Columbia, Missouri. John Craig Hammond is Associate 
Professor of History and Assistant Director of Academic Affairs 
at Penn State University, New Kensington, and author of numer-
ous books on slavery and politics in the early American republic. 
He lives in suburban Pittsburgh.

JUNE | H: 978-0-8262-2231-2 | $45.00 S | 416 PP. | 12 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7458-8



Edited by 
William S. Belko

1819-1821

Contesting
THE 

Constitution 

U.S. History / Missouri Studies / Studies in Constitutional Democracy series

CONTESTING THE CONSTITUTION 
CONGRESS DEBATES THE MISSOURI CRISIS, 1819–1821

Edited by William S. Belko

“An important and fresh collection of essays on a topic of interest 
to scholars as well as many Missourians.”—Lorri Glover, Saint 
Louis University, author of The Fate of The Revolution: Virginians 
Debate the Constitution

The admission of Missouri to the Union quickly became a con-
stitutional crisis of the first order, inciting an intensive reexam-
ination of the U.S. Constitution by the U.S. Congress. The heart 
of the question in need of resolution was whether that body pos-
sessed the authority to place conditions on a territory—in this 
instance Missouri—regarding restrictions on slavery—before its 
admittance to the Union. 

The larger question with which the legislators grappled was 
the limits of the Constitution’s provisions granting Congress 
the authority to affect the institution of slavery—both where 
it already existed and where it could expand. The issue—what 
would come to be known as the Missouri Crisis—severely tested 
the still young republic and, some four decades later, would all 
but rend it asunder. This timely collection of original essays 
thoughtfully engages the intersections of history and constitu-
tional law, and is certain to find eager readers among historians, 
legal scholars,  and political scientists, as well as many who call 
Missouri home.

William S. Belko is Executive Director of the Missouri Human-
ities Council and author of several books including, Philip 
Pendleton Barbour in Jacksonian America: An Old Republican in 
King Andrew’s Court and The Invincible Duff Green: Whig of the 
West (University of Missouri Press). He lives in the St. Louis area.

MAY | H: 978-0-8262-2228-2 | $40.00 S | 224 PP. | 18 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7455-7
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THE AMERICAN NEWSROOM
A History, 1920–1960

Will Mari

Journalism in U.S. History / Journalism in Perspective: Continuities and Disruptions series

THE AMERICAN NEWSROOM
A HISTORY, 1920–1960

Will Mari

“A rich and provocative exploration.”—John Nerone, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, author of Violence against the 
Press: Policing the Public Sphere in U.S. History

The story of the American newsroom is that of modern Amer-
ican journalism. In this holistic history, Will Mari tells that story 
from the 1920s through the 1960s, a time of great change and 
controversy in the field, one in which journalism was produced 
in “news factories” by news workers with dozens of different 
roles, and not just once a day, but hourly, using the latest tech-
nology and setting the stage for the emergence later in the centu-
ry of the information economy. During this time, the newsroom 
was more than a physical place—it symbolically represented 
all that was good and bad in journalism, from the shift from 
blue- to white-collar work to the flexing of journalism’s power 
as a watchdog on government and an advocate for social reform. 
Told from an empathetic, omnivorous, ground-up point of view, 
The American Newsroom: A History, 1920–1960 uses memoirs, 
trade journals, textbooks, and archival material to show how the 
newsroom expanded our ideas of what journalism could and 
should be. 

Will Mari is Assistant Professor of Media Law & History at the 
Manship School of Mass Communication at Louisiana State 
University, and author of A Short History of Disruptive Journalism 
Technologies: 1960–1990. He lives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

JULY | H: 978-0-8262-2232-9 | $35.00 S | 248 PP. | 20 PHOTOS 
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7459-5
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Henry I. Schvey

St. Louis in the Life and Work of  

Tennessee Williams

Blue Song

Biography / Literary Criticism / Theater

BLUE SONG 
ST. LOUIS IN THE LIFE AND WORK OF TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

Henry I. Schvey

“Schvey’s writing style is delightful to read . . . it manages to fuse 
the meticulous research of the scholar with a personal voice 
and connection to Williams that makes the book come alive.” 
—Annette J. Saddik, Professor of Theatre and Literature, City 
University of New York, author of Tennessee Williams and the 
Theatre of Excess: The Strange, the Crazed, the Queer 

In 2011, the centennial of Tennessee Williams’s birth, events 
were held around the world honoring America’s greatest play-
wright. There were festivals, conferences, and exhibitions held 
in places closely associated with Williams’s life and career—New 
Orleans held major celebrations, as did New York, Key West, 
and Provincetown. But absolutely nothing was done to celebrate 
Williams’s life and extraordinary literary and theatrical career in 
the place that he lived in longest, and called home longer than 
any other—St. Louis, Missouri. 

The question of this paradox lies at the heart of this book, an 
attempt not so much to correct the record about Williams’s 
well-chronicled dislike of the city, but rather to reveal how the 
city was absolutely indispensable to his formation and develop-
ment, both as a person and artist. Unlike the prevailing scholarly 
narrative that suggests that Williams discovered himself artisti-
cally and sexually in the deep South and New Orleans, Blue Song 
reveals that for a host of reasons—and for the rest of his life—
Williams remained emotionally tethered to St. Louis. 

Henry I. Schvey is Professor of Drama and Comparative Lit-
erature at Washington University in St. Louis and the author 
of three books, including Oskar Kokoschka: The Painter as 
Playwright. He lives in St. Louis, Missouri.

JUNE | H: 978-0-8262-2230-5 | $40.00 S | 224 PP. | 20 PHOTOS, 1 MAP 
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7457-1
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THE NAMES OF JOHN GERGEN 
IMMIGRANT IDENTITIES IN EARLY TWENTIETH-CENTURY ST. LOUIS

Benjamin Moore

U.S. History / Urban History / Immigration

“No one has brought into print the details of an individual 
working-class St. Louisan’s life in anywhere near the depth that 
Moore has done—and this from what started as a handful of 
crumbling school assignments found in a dumpster. Moore’s 
point, however, is for us not simply to discover a once-invisible 
man, but also to reflect upon the extent to which identity itself 
is, in this nation, shaped by the collective decisions of the people 
and institutions that shape our lives and record our traces.” 
—Eric Sandweiss, Indiana University, author of St. Louis:  
The Evolution of an American Urban Landscape

Centering on the compelling story of its eponymous subject,  
The Names of John Gergen examines the converging governmen-
tal and institutional forces that affected the lives of migrants in 
the industrial neighborhoods of South St. Louis in the early twen-
tieth century. These migrants were Banat Swabians from Torontál 
County in southern Hungary—they were Catholic, agrarian, and 
ethnically German. 

Historically, scholars and laypeople have understood migrants in 
terms of their aspirations and transformations, especially their 
transformation into Americans. The experiences of John Gergen 
and his kin, however, suggest that identity at the level of the  
individual was both more fragmented and more fluid than  
twentieth-century historians have recognized, subject to a variety 
of forces that often pulled migrants in multiple directions. 

Benjamin Moore is Associate Professor of English and Director of 
the Bosnia Memory Project at Fontbonne University in St. Louis, 
Missouri. He lives in St. Louis.

FEBRUARY | H: 978-0-8262-2227-5 | $50.00 S | 360 PP. | 40 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7453-3

Immigrant Identities in  
Early Twentieth-Century St. Louis

Benjamin Moore

THE NAMES OF 

JOHN GERGEN
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THE FORGOTTEN GENERATION
AMERICAN CHILDREN AND WORLD WAR II

Lisa L. Ossian

APRIL | P: 978-0-8262-2234-3  
$21.95 T | 192 PP. | 26 ILLUS.
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“Lisa Ossian’s book is a serious contribution 
to the literature on childhood. Through 
wide research and a careful reading of the 
literature on World War II and on children 
in war, she provides a valuable addition to 
our understanding of both.”—Paula S. Fass, 
author of Children of a New World: Society, 
Culture, and Globalization

The struggles endured by American civilians 
during the Second World War are well 
documented, but accounts of the war years 
have mostly deliberated on the grown-ups’ 
sacrifices. In The Forgotten Generation: 
American Children and World War II, Lisa 

Ossian explores the war’s full implica-
tions for the lives of children. In thematic 
chapters, the author delves into children’s 
experiences of family, school, play, work, and 
home, uncovering the range of effects the 
war had on youths of various ethnicities and 
backgrounds.

Lisa L. Ossian is Professor Emerita of History 
at Des Moines Area Community College 
in Iowa and an alumnus of the East-West 
Center in Hawaii. She is the author of The 
Home Fronts of Iowa, 1939–1945 (University 
of Missouri Press).

FEBRUARY | P: 978- 0- 8262- 2236-7  
$25.95 T | 336 PP. | 12 ILLUS.

LLOYD GAINES
AND THE FIGHT TO END SEGREGATION 

James W. Endersby and William T. Horner
C

ivil R
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d
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Winner of the 2017 Missouri Conference on 
History Book Award

“Illuminates in rich detail the story of a 
notable yet unheralded foot soldier and 
trailblazer in the civil rights movement and 
a precedent-setting yet often overlooked U.S. 
Supreme Court decision with a significant 
impact in abolishing the ‘Separate but 
Equal’ doctrine. The engaging narrative 
illustrates vividly how the crusading of local 
civil rights advocates converged with the 
strategic activism of the NAACP leadership 
to advance democracy and the cause of social 
justice.”—American Historical Review 

In 1936, Lloyd Gaines’s application to the 
University of Missouri law school was 
denied based on his race, leading Gaines 
and the NAACP to challenge the university’s 
decision. This is the first book to focus 
entirely on the Gaines case and the vital role 
played by the NAACP and its lawyers. 

James W. Endersby is Associate Professor 
of Political Science at the University of 
Missouri. William T. Horner is Teaching 
Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Missouri. They both live in 
Columbia, Missouri

 upress.missouri.edu  PAGE 9
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BROTHERS TO THE BUFFALO SOLDIERS
PERSPECTIVES ON THE AFRICAN AMERICAN MILITIA VOLUNTEERS, 1865-1917
Edited by Bruce A. Glasrud

Thomas R. Schmidt

The Storytelling Movement in 
American Print Journalism

Rewriting the Newspaper

FEBRUARY | P: 978- 0- 8262- 2235-0 
$25.00 S | 256 PP.

“There is no other single work that better 
documents the role of black volunteers and 
state militia during Reconstruction and the 
Spanish American War.”—Journal of Illinois 
History

The Civil War was a turning point in the 
acceptance of black soldiers for national 
defense. By 1900, twenty-two states and the 
District of Columbia had accepted black men 
into some form of military service, usually 
as state militiamen—brothers to the “buffalo 
soldiers” of the regular army regiments. 

Little has been published about them, 
but this collection of eleven articles offers 
insights into the varied experiences of black 
militia units in the post–Civil War period 
and offers criticism from prominent academ-
ics interested in that experience.

Bruce A. Glasrud is Professor Emeritus, 
California State University, and retired 
Dean of Arts and Sciences at Sul Ross State 
University. He has written or edited numer-
ous books, including Black Americans and 
the Civil Rights Movement in the West. He 
lives in San Antonio, Texas.
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FEBRUARY | P: 978- 0- 8262- 2237-4
$25.00 S | 192 PP. | 1 ILLUS.
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n THE ST. LOUIS AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
AND THE EXODUSTERS
Bryan M. Jack

“Jack does an excellent job of outlining one 
of the most important events in American 
history.”—The North Carolina Historical 
Review 

In the aftermath of the Civil War, thou-
sands of former slaves made their way 
from the South to the Kansas plains. Called 
“Exodusters,” many of the migrants landed 
on the St. Louis levee destitute and city 
officials refused aid for fear of encour-
aging more travellers. To the stranded 
Exodusters, St. Louis became a formidable 
barrier and Bryan Jack tells how the city’s 
African American community organized 

relief in response to this crisis and provided 
the migrants with funds to continue their 
journey. Jack argues that this community 
support was a form of collective resistance 
to white supremacy and segregation as well 
as a statement for freedom and self-direc-
tion —reflecting an understanding that if the 
Exodusters’ right to freedom of movement 
was limited, so would be the rights of all 
African Americans.

Bryan M. Jack is Associate Professor of History 
at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
and the editor of Southern History on Screen. 
He lives in St. Louis, Missouri.

PAGE 10  University of Missouri Press | Spring & Summer 2021
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JANUARY | P: 978- 0- 8262- 2238-1
$25.00 S | 288 PP. 

THE POETRY OF LOUISE GLÜCK 
A THEMATIC INTRODUCTION

Daniel Morris

JANUARY | P: 978- 0- 8262- 2233-6
$25.00 S | 232 PP. 

DOROTHY THOMPSON AND ROSE WILDER LANE
FORTY YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP, LETTERS, 1921-1960

Edited by William Holtz

“Holtz . . . has collected and sorted the 51 
letters. His introductory remarks to each  
section of the book are gracefully done, and 
the annotations and footnotes edifying.” 
—New York Times Book Review

“Proves that carefully compiled, painstak-
ingly edited correspondence, even between 
two women who are not exactly household 
names, can be instructive, fascinating,  
disturbing and delightful.”—History: 
Reviews of Books

The correspondence of these two prominent 
women reveals their concerns with love, 
career, and marriage. Their letters tell the 
story of the first generation of women to 
come of age during the twentieth century, 
as they tried to cope with problems that still 
face women today.

William Holtz is Professor Emeritus of 
English at the University of Missouri-
Columbia.  He is the author of several books, 
including the widely acclaimed The Ghost in 
the Little House: A Life of Rose Wilder Lane 
and Gathering the Family.

Missouri

T
he P

oetry of L
ouise G

lück

Morris

University of  Missouri Press
Columbia
upress.missouri.edu

9 7 8 0 8 2 6 2 2 2 3 8 1

Photo courtesy Sigiid Estrada; art courtesy Stephen Inglis/Dreamstime.com

A dominant figure in American poetry for over half  a century, Louise Glück 
has been the recipient of  numerous major literary awards, including the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 2020. In this full-length study of  her work, Daniel Morris 
explores how this prolific poet utilizes masks of  characters from history, the 
Bible, and even fairy tales.

Morris treats Glück’s persistent themes—desire, hunger, trauma, survival—
through close reading of  her major book-length sequences from the 1990s: 
Ararat, Meadowlands, and The Wild Iris. An additional chapter devoted to The 
House on Marshland (1975) shows how its revision of  Romanticism and nature 
poetry anticipated these later works. Seeing Glück’s poems as complex anal-
yses of  the authorial self  via sustained central metaphors, Morris reads her 
poetry against a narrative pattern that shifts from the tones of  anger, despair, 
and resentment found in her early Firstborn to the resignation of  Ararat—and 
proceeds in her later volumes, including Vita Nova and Averno, toward an 
ambivalent embrace of  embodied life. By showing how Glück’s poems may 
be read as a form of  commentary on the meanings of  great literature and 
myth, Morris emphasizes her irreverent attitude toward the canons through 
which she both expresses herself  and deflects her autobiographical impulse. 
He particularly shows how her creative reading of  past poets expresses her 
vision of  Judaism as a way of  thinking about canonical texts.

The Poetry of  Louise Glück is a quintessential study of  how poems may be read 
as a form of  commentary on the meanings of  great literature and myth. It 
clearly demonstrates that, through this lens of  commentary, one can grasp 
more firmly the very idea of  poetry itself  that Glück has spent her career both 
defining and extending.

“The first single-authored book on one of  America’s most important contem-
porary poets . . . Daniel Morris’s study of  Louise Glück commands attention.”
—Modernism/modernity

“This original, welcome, and exciting approach to Glück’s work will be of  
lasting importance and merit to all future study of  this poet.”
—Jonathan N. Barron, coeditor of  Jewish American Poetry: Poems, Commentary, 
and Reflections

Morris-Gluck-PB-cover.indd   1 10/13/20   1:15 PM

“The first single-authored book on one of 
America’s most important contemporary 
poets . . . Daniel Morris’s study of Louise 
Glück commands attention.”—Modernism/
modernity

“This original, welcome, and exciting 
approach to Glück’s work will be of lasting 
importance and merit to all future study 
of this poet.”—Jonathan N. Barron, 
co-editor of Jewish American Poetry: Poems, 
Commentary, and Reflections

A dominant figure in American poetry for 
over half a century, Louise Glück has been 

the recipient of numerous major liter-
ary awards, including the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 2020. In this full-length study 
of her work, Daniel Morris explores how 
this prolific poet utilizes masks of characters 
from history, the Bible, and even fairy tales.

Daniel Morris is Professor of English at 
Purdue University. He is the author of 
several books, including Not Born Digital: 
Poetics, Print Literacy, New Media and 
Kenneth Goldsmith’s Recent Work on Paper. 
He has also published four volumes of 
poetry, including Blue Poles. He lives in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.
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CAN THIS MARRIAGE BE SAVED? 
A MEMOIR

Nancy McCabe

Memoir 

“This is an immensely lively performance from which we emerge 
not merely entertained but enlightened and grateful. McCabe’s 
done the difficult work of probing her heart, which brings us 
closer to apprehending our own. . . . An engaging, spirited, and 
thoughtful work.”—Beth Ann Fennelly, author of Heating & 
Cooling: 52 Micro-Memoirs 

“Nancy McCabe’s memoir, Can This Marriage Be Saved?, is lu-
minous in its need to know even the hardest truths. This story of 
a young woman ascending is by turns heartbreaking and trium-
phant. This is a book for anyone who has traveled, or is traveling, 
the long road to self-acceptance. I’ve read and admired Nancy 
McCabe’s work for years, but she’s truly at the top of her game 
in this brave new memoir.”—Lee Martin, author of the Pulitzer 
Prize Finalist, The Bright Forever

In this warm, deeply-personal, and often humorous book, Nancy 
McCabe re-examines and gains new understanding of her early 
life and her ill-advised marriage. Borrowing from Bosch’s Garden 
of Earthly Delights and Kafka’s “Metamorphosis,” how-to essays 
and before-and-after weight loss ads, a curriculum guide, Bible 
study notes, an obsession with Tom Swiftie jokes, and women’s 
magazine columns and quizzes that oversimplified women’s lives 
and choices, McCabe examines the many influences that led to 
her youthful marriage—and out of it, into finally taking control 
of her life.

Nancy McCabe directs the writing program at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford and teaches in the low residency MFA 
program at the Spalding University School of Creative and 
Professional Writing. She is the author of four previous books 
of nonfiction and a novel. She lives in Bradford, Pennsylvania.

AVAILABLE | H: 978-0-8262-2212-1 | $29.95 T | 290 PP. | 27 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7447-2

CAN THIS   
MARRIAGE BE 

SAVED?

A Memoir by
NANCY McCABE
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SEEING MAD
ESSAYS ON MAD MAGAZINE’S HUMOR AND LEGACY

Edited by Judith Yaross Lee and John Bird

“POTRZEBIE! It’s an understatement to say that Mad warped the 
comedic sensibilities of at least 2.3458697 generations. It abso-
lutely deserves this scholarly/hilarious/illuminating examination 
of its history and legacy. Though I admit, I can’t wait to read the 
Mad parody of this book, too.”—John Hodgman, comedian, 
actor, and author of Medallion Status: True Stories from Secret 
Rooms

“Seeing Mad” is an illustrated volume of scholarly essays about 
the popular and influential humor magazine Mad, with topics 
ranging across its 65-year history—up to last summer’s downsiz-
ing announcement that Mad will publish less new material and 
will be sold only in comic book shops.

Mad magazine stands near the heart of post-WWII American 
humor, but at the periphery in scholarly recognition from 
American cultural historians, including humor specialists. This 
book fills that gap, with perceptive, informed, engaging, but also 
funny essays by a variety of scholars. The chapters, written by 
experts on humor, comics, and popular culture, cover the genesis 
of Mad; its editors and prominent contributors; its regular fea-
tures and departments and standout examples of their contents; 
perspectives on its cultural and political significance; and its en-
during legacy in American culture.

Judith Yaross Lee is Distinguished Professor Emerita of 
Communication Studies at Ohio University. She is the author of 
three books, including Twain’s Brand: Humor in Contemporary 
American Culture. She lives in Durham, North Carolina.  
John Bird is Emeritus Professor of English at Winthrop University 
and author of Mark Twain and Metaphor (University of Missouri 
Press). He lives in Calabash, North Carolina.

AVAILABLE | H: 978-0-8262-2213-8 | $65.00 S | 596 PP. | 51 ILLUS.
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7448-9

EDITED BY

JUDITH YAROSS LEE AND JOHN BIRD

ESSAYS  ON MAD MAGAZINE ’S  

HUMOR AND LEGACY

S E E I N G

Literary Criticism / Magazines
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MUSCLES IN THE MOVIES
PERFECTING THE ART OF ILLUSION

John D. Fair and David L. Chapman

“Will immediately become the definitive treatment of its top-
ic, a subject that no other work has had the ambition to tack-
le in such detail and range.”—John Ibson, California State 
University, Fullerton, author of Picturing Men: A Century of Male 
Relationships in Everyday American Photography

John Fair and David Chapman tell the story of how filmmakers 
use and manipulate the appearance and performances of muscu-
lar men and women to enhance the appeal of their productions. 
The authors show how this practice, deeply rooted in western 
epistemological traditions, evolved from the art of photography 
through magic lantern and stage shows into the motion picture 
industry, arguing that the sight of muscles in action induced a 
higher degree of viewer entertainment. From silent-movie star 
Maciste to Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, muscular actors appear 
capable of performing the miraculous, and with the aid of stunt 
doubles and filming contrivances, they do. By such means, mus-
cles are used to perfect the art of illusion, inherent in moviemak-
ing from its earliest days.

John D. Fair is Professor Emeritus of History at Auburn University 
and Adjunct Professor of Kinesiology at The University of Texas at 
Austin. He is the author of seven books, including Mr. America: The 
Tragic History of a Bodybuilding Icon.  He lives in Auburn, Alabama. 
David L. Chapman is an independent scholar and author of more 
than a dozen books, including Sandow the Magnificent: Eugen 
Sandow and the Beginnings of Bodybuilding. He lives in Seattle, 
Washington.

AVAILABLE | H: 978-0-8262-2215-2 | $65.00 S | 426 PP. | 52 ILLUS.  
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7450-2

JOHN D.  FAIR  & DAVID L .  CHAPMAN

PERFECTING THE ART OF ILLUSION

Film Studies / Cultural History
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FROM DICKINSON TO DYLAN
VISIONS OF TRANSCENDENCE IN MODERNIST LITERATURE

Glenn Hughes

AVAILABLE | H: 978-0-8262-2220-6 | $40.00 S | 240 PP.  
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7452-6

“I consider this book to be absolutely brilliant. The authors it 
discusses are central to the modernist movement in literature, 
and Hughes offers a new perspective regarding what makes 
them important. His use of philosophy to deepen his literary  
analysis is especially valuable, and he uses it to make a compel-
ling case for the centrality of the theme of transcendence to their 
works. He explains his thesis so clearly and illustrates it so well 
that I think even a reader averse to that theme would recognize 
its importance to these authors.”—Eugene Webb, University of 
Washington, author of The Dark Dove: The Sacred and Secular in 
Modern Literature

Glenn Hughes examines the ways in which six literary 
modernists—Emily Dickinson, Marcel Proust, T. S. Eliot, Ezra 
Pound, Samuel Beckett, and Bob Dylan—have explored the hu-
man relationship to a transcendent mystery of meaning. Hughes 
argues that visions of transcendence are, perhaps surprisingly, a 
significant feature in modernist literature, and that each of these 
authors is a mystic in his or her way and none are tempted by 
the modern inclination to suppose that meaning originates with 
human beings. Together, they address one of the most difficult 
and important challenges of modern literature: how to be a  
mystic in modernity. 

Glenn Hughes is Professor of Philosophy at St. Mary’s University 
in San Antonio, where he also holds the St. Mary’s Chair in 
Catholic Philosophy. He is the author of several books, including  
Transcendence and History: The Search for Ultimacy from Ancient 
Societies to Postmodernity (forthcoming in paperback) and A 
More Beautiful Question: The Spiritual in Poetry and Art (both 
University of Missouri Press). He lives in San Antonio, Texas.

FROM DICKINSON
TO DYLAN
VISIONS OF  

TRANSCENDENCE IN  

MODERNIST LITERATURE

GLENN HUGHES

Literary Criticism / Modern
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AMERICA’S PEACEMAKERS
THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS SERVICE AND CIVIL RIGHTS

Bertram Levine and Grande Lum

“This book, America’s Peacemakers, reflects on the first 50 years 
of this Service’s extraordinary history. It also looks forward to the 
next 50. We must reaffirm our determination to meet intoler-
ance with understanding, to confront ignorance with informed 
dialogue, and to promote opportunity, access, and inclusion—
in every community and circumstance.”—Eric Holder, Former 
United States Department of Justice Attorney General

“In this book authors Bertram Levine and Grande Lum expertly 
provide the evidence for the difference CRS has made for com-
munities throughout this country.”—Andrew Young, former 
U.S. Congressman from Georgia, U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and Mayor of Atlanta

In this second, expanded edition of Resolving Racial Conflict: 
The Community Relations Service and Civil Rights, 1964–1989, 
Grande Lum continues Bertram Levine’s excellent scholar-
ship, expanding the narrative to consider the history of the 
Community Relations Service (CRS) of the U.S. Department 
of Justice over the course of the last twenty-five years. That the 
Trump administration has sought to eliminate CRS gives this 
book increased urgency and relevance.

The 2009 Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act substantially altered CRS’s jurisdiction, which 
began focusing on gender, gender identity, religion, sexual 
orientation, and disability in addition to race, color, and national 
origin. Lum’s documentation of this expanded jurisdiction pro-
vides insight into the progression of civil rights. 

Bertram Levine was a former associate director of the Community 
Relations Service; he died in 2006. Grande Lum is Provost and 
Vice President of Academic Affairs of Menlo College and former 
director of the Community Relations Service (2012–2016). He 
lives in the San Francisco Bay Area.

AVAILABLE | H: 978-0-8262-2216-9 | $60.00 S | 506 PP. | 20 ILLUS. 
DIGITAL EDITION: 978-0-8262-7451-9

The Community Relations Service and Civil Rights

AMERICA’S 
PEACEMAKERS

BERTRAM LEVINE & GRANDE LUM

U.S. History / Civil Rights / Conflict Resolution
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RECENT PAPERBACKS

Loss and Redemption at St. Vith
The 7th Armored Division in the 
Battle of the Bulge
Gregory Fontenot
$26.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2222-0

The Pursuit of Happiness in the 
Founding Era
An Intellectual History
Carli N. Conklin
$25.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2223-7

Rewriting the Newspaper
The Storytelling Movement in 
American Print Journalism
Thomas R. Schmidt
$24.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2224-4

Transcendence and History
The Search for Ultimacy from 
Ancient Societies to Postmodernity
Glenn Hughes
$25.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2219-0

James Milton Turner and the 
Promise of America 
The Public Life of a Post-Civil War 
Black Leader
Gary R. Kremer
$25.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2225-1

Insane Sisters
Or, the Price Paid for Challenging a 
Company Town
Gregg Andrews
$25.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2226-8

Thomas R. Schmidt

The Storytelling Movement in 
American Print Journalism

Rewriting the Newspaper

JAMES MILTON TURNER
And The Promise of America

The Public Life of a Post-Civil War Black Leader

GARY R. KREMER

✴
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Military Realism
The Logic and Limits of Force and 
Innovation in the U.S. Army
Peter Campbell
$50.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2184-1

The First Infantry Division and the 
U.S. Army Transformed: Road to 
Victory in Desert Storm, 1970–1991
Gregory Fontenot
$36.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2118-6

Omar Nelson Bradley
America’s GI General, 1893–1981
Steven L. Ossad
$36.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2136-0

Dick Cole’s War: Doolittle Raider, 
Hump Pilot, Air Commando
Dennis R. Okerstrom
$29.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2066-0

THE AMERICAN MILITARY EXPERIENCE

LESSONS UNLEARNED
THE US ARMY’S ROLE IN CREATING THE FOREVER WARS

IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ

PAT PROCTOR

Proctor Sample Cover 01.indd   1 10/29/19   3:10 PM

Lessons Unlearned: The U.S. Army’s 
Role in Creating the Forever Wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq
Pat Proctor
$40.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2194-0

Patton
Battling with History
J. Furman Daniel, III
$40.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2209-1
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THE LIFE OF MARK TWAIN

THE MIDDLE YEARS, 1871–1891

AVAILABLE | H: 978- 0- 8262- 2189- 6 
$36.95 T | 777 PP. | 29 ILLUS.

AVAILABLE | H: 978- 0- 8262- 2144- 5 
$36.95 T | 718 PP. | 25 ILLUS.

The Life of

MARK TWAIN

THE EARLY YEARS

Gary Scharnhorst

1835–1871

Gary Scharnhorst

Gary Scharnhorst
Literary B

io
g

rap
h

y / M
ark Tw

ain
 an

d
 H

is C
ircle series

THE EARLY YEARS, 1835–1871

THE LIFE OF MARK TWAIN

“Scharnhorst’s thorough and careful  
research results in a scholarly biography that 
will undoubtedly be considered definitive.” 
—Publishers Weekly

Gary Scharnhorst is Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of English at the University of New 
Mexico. He is the author or editor of fifty 
books, including Mark Twain on Potholes 
and Politics: Letters to the Editor (University 
of Missouri Press). He lives in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.

The Life of Mark Twain is the first multi- 
volume biography of Samuel Clemens to  
appear in more than a century and has 
already been hailed as the definitive Twain 
biography.

“A lively, richly detailed, and sharply percep-
tive biography.”—Kirkus (starred)

“Gary Scharnhorst’s monumental biography 
sets a new standard for comprehensiveness. 
This will prove to be the standard biogra-
phy for our generation.”—Alan Gribben, 
author of Mark Twain’s Literary Resources: A 
Reconstruction of His Library and Reading

“The second installment of Gary 
Scharnhorst’s multi-volume biography of 
Mark Twain is arguably even more momen-
tous than the first. . . . Readers familiar with 
the first volume will not be disappointed by 
the second one.”—Joseph Csicsila, author 
of Canons by Consensus: Critical Trends and 
American Literature Anthologies

“Brilliant. Engaging. Informative. . . . 
This book will most certainly become a 
necessary staple of scholars, as have so 
many of Scharnhorst’s books.”— Jocelyn 
A. Chadwick, author of The Jim Dilemma: 
Reading Race in Huckleberry Finn

“An unvarnished portrait of one of the most 
complex figures in American cultural history. 
This comprehensive biography is a welcome 
addition to an already full shelf because it 
makes a number of them obsolete.” 
—Lawrence Howe, author of Mark Twain 
and the Novel: The Double-Cross of Authority 

The third volume of Gary Scharnhorst’s 
three-volume biography will be  
available in the fall of 2021. 

Published with the generous support of the Missouri Humanities 
Council and The State Historical Society of Missouri

Published with the generous support of the Missouri Humanities 
Council and The State Historical Society of Missouri
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The Federalist Frontier
Settler Politics in the Old Northwest, 
1783-1840
Kristopher Maulden
$40.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2196-4

STUDIES IN CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY

U.S. HISTORY

The Panic of 1819
The First Great Depression
Andrew H. Browning
$45.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2183-4

Disestablishment and Religious 
Dissent: Church-State Relations in 
the New American States, 1776-1833
Carl H. Esbeck, Jonathan J. Den 
Hartog, Eds.
$45.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2193-3

Commonwealth of Compromise
Civil War Commemoration in 
Missouri • Amy Laurel Fluker
$35.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2208-4

THE MEMOIRS OF 
HARRY S. TRUMAN

A READER’S EDITION

EDITED BY

Raymond H. Geselbracht

The Memoirs of Harry S. Truman
A Reader’s Edition
Edited by Raymond H. Geselbracht
$44.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2195-7

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
A History
Kristie C. Wolferman
$34.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2197-1
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SCIENCE AND NATURAL HISTORY

The Science of Near-Death 
Experiences
Edited by John C. Hagan, III, MD
$29.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2103-2

 upress.missouri.edu  PAGE 21

Population, Agriculture, and 
Biodiversity: Problems and Prospects 
J. Perry Gustafson, Peter H. Raven, 
Paul R. Erhlich, Eds.
$45.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2202-2

The Unheeded Cry: Animal 
Consciousness, Animal Pain, and 
Science
Bernard E. Rollin
$26.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2126-1

A New Basis for Animal Ethics: Telos 
and Common Sense
Bernard E. Rollin
$40.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2101-8

The Wild Mammals of Missouri
Third Revised Edition
Charles W. Schwartz, Elizabeth R. 
Schwartz, et al.
$49.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2088-2

Missouri Geology
Three Billion Years of Volcanoes, Seas, 
Sediments, and Erosion
A. G. Unklesbay and Jerry D. Vineyard
$29.95 S | P: 978-0-8262-0836-1
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GEORGE  
WA SH I NGT ON  C A RV E R
I n  H i s  O w n  Wo r d s   S E C O N D  E D I T I O N

Edited by Gary R. Kremer

George Washington Carver
In His Own Words, Second Edition
Edited by Gary R. Kremer
$29.95 T | H: 978-0-8262-2139-1

Race and Meaning: The African 
American Experience in Missouri
Gary R. Kremer
$24.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2116-2

The Essence of Liberty: Free Black 
Women During the Slave Era
Wilma King
$30.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-1660-1

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

The AfricAn AmericAn  
experience in missouri

Gary R. Kremer

Protest and Propaganda: W. E. B.  
Du Bois, THE CRISIS, and American 
History • Amy Helene Kirschke and 
Phillip Luke Sinitiere, Eds.
$34.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2093-6
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The Curt Flood Story
The Man Behind the Myth
Stuart L. Weiss
$24.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2172-8

Mary McLeod Bethune and Black 
Women’s Political Activism 
Joyce A. Hanson
$25.00 S | P: 978-0-8262-2154-4



 upress.missouri.edu  PAGE 23

B
A

C
K

L
IS

T
 H

IG
H

L
IG

H
T

S
 / L

IT
E

R
A

R
Y

 C
R

IT
IC

IS
M

LITERARY CRITICISM

The Subversive Art of Zelda 
Fitzgerald  
Deborah Pike
$45.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2104-9

East-West Literary Imagination
Cultural Exchanges from Yeats to 
Morrison  
Yoshinobu Hakutani
$24.95 T | P: 978-0-8262-2182-7

Creating Identity
 in the

Victorian Fictional Autobiography

Heidi L. Pennington

Creating Identity in the Victorian 
Fictional Autobiography  
Heidi L. Pennington
$50.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2157-5

The Pull of Politics: Steinbeck, 
Wright, Hemingway, and the Left in 
the Late 1930s
Milton A. Cohen
$50.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2163-6

Reconceiving Nature
Ecofeminism in Late Victorian 
Women’s Poetry 
Patricia Murphy
$50.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2187-2

My Victorian Novel
Critical Essays in the Personal Voice 
Edited by Annette R. Federico
$36.00 S | H: 978-0-8262-2207-7
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AVAILABLE | H: 978- 0- 8262- 2026- 4
$24.95 T | 184 PP. | 33 ILLUS.
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THE STORY OF HOW A BOOK HAPPENED
William Least Heat- Moon

Winner, Distinguished Literary 
Achievement, Missouri Humanities 
Council, 2015

“In recounting the prolonged, often pain-
ful labor that finally resulted in the birth 
of his beautifully alive book, Heat- Moon 
provides far more illuminating detail on 
what’s required to write (or, more exactly, 
to write well) than any follow- these- steps 
‘practical’ manual. . . . And as readers of 
Heat- Moon’s books know, one never re-
grets following his lead. Although Writing 

Blue Highways takes us on a distinctly 
different sort of journey—through more 
a mental than physical landscape—Heat- 
Moon again proves an expert and com-
panionable guide.” 
— St. Louis Post- Dispatch

William Least Heat- Moon is a writer and 
historian. In addition to his latest novel, O 
America, he is the author of eight books. 
He lives in Columbia, Missouri.

“It’s likely that the greatest American 
question of our moment is what to make 
of our history. William Least Heat- Moon 
offers as vivid, compelling and rich a set of 
answers as one might possibly hope for—  a 
Tocqueville who can also tell a tale. This is 
a powerful book.”— Bill McKibben, author 
of Falter: Has the Human Game Begun to 
Play Itself Out?

In 1848 an English physician, Nathaniel 
Trennant, accepts an offer to serve as 
doctor on a ship carrying immigrants to 
America. When arriving in Baltimore, 
Trennant stumbles onto its slave market 

Fi
ct

io
n

  

O AMERICA
DISCOVERY IN A NEW LAND
William Least Heat- Moon

and witnesses the horrors of human 
bondage. One night in a boardinghouse, 
he discovers under his bed a runaway slave 
who he offers to help escape, a criminal 
action that will put the fugitive slave and 
physician into flight from both the law and 
opportunistic slave hunters. 

Traveling by foot, horse, stage, canal boat, 
and steamer, Nathaniel and Nicodemus 
form a bond as they encounter the land 
and a host of memorable characters 
who reveal the nature of the American 
experiment, one still in its early stages but 
already under the stress of social injustices.

AVAILABLE | H: 978- 0- 8262- 2204-6
$29.95 T | 338 PP.
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